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E P A R E G I O N V I I I F A C T S H E E T
R i c h a r d s o n F l a t T a i l i n g s
S u m m i t C o u n t y , U t a h
T h e R i c h a r d s o n F l a t T a i l i n g s S i t e c o n t a i n s a p p r o x i m a t e l y t w om i l l i o n tons of m i l l t a i l i n g s , which have been genera t ed bynearby me ta l m i n i n g o p e r a t i o n s . The s i t e i s c u r r e n t l y ownedand op era t ed by U n i t e d Park C i t y M i n e s (UPCM) and was mostr e c e n t l y used f o r t a i l i n g s d i s p o s a l d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d o f 1 9 7 5to 1 9 8 1 . The s i te covers a p p r o x i m a t e l y 160 acres and l i e sw i t h i n a t o p o g r a p h i c d e p r e s s i o n . A n a l y t i c a l d a t a i n d i c a t ee l e v a t e d c onc en t ra t i on s o f ar s enic , cadmium, c a l c i u m , c o p p e r ,l e a d , m a g n e s i u m , mercury, s i l v e r , s o d i u m , and zinc in thet a i l i n g s . E l e v a t e d c o n c e n t r a t i o n s o f a r s e n i c , c o p p e r a n dl ead were f o u n d i n s u r f a c e water s a m p l e s f r o m S i l v e r C r e e k ,whi ch is used to i r r i g a t e p a s t u r e l a n d and hay p r o d u c t i o nf i e l d s three m i l e s d o w n s t r e a m o f t h e s i t e . H i g h - v o l u m e a i rs a m p l i n g at the s i t e was used to document air r e l e a s e s ofa r s e n i c , c a d m i u m , l ead a n d zinc. H i g h w i n d s d u r i n g t h es p r i n g and summer m o n t h s create c l o u d s o f airborne t a i l i n g sdust which are v i s i b l e w i th in the town of Park C i t y( p o p u l a t i o n 4 5 0 0 ) .
T h e p r e l i m i n a r y a s s e s smen t a n d s i t e i n v e s t i g a t i o n ( P A / S I )began in J u n e 1 9 8 5 . The s i te was e v a l u a t e d u s ing the H a z a r dR a n k i n g S y s t e m ( H R S ) which r e s u l t e d i n a n o v e r a l l m i g r a t i o nroute score o f 3 9 . 1 3 . T h e Richard son F l a t T a i l i n g s s i t e w a srecommended f o r i n c l u s i o n on t h e N a t i o n a l P r i o r i t i e s L i s t inJ u n e , 1988 . A coop era t iv e agreement has been p r o v i d e d to theS t a t e o f U t a h t o n e g o t i a t e t h e r emed ia l i n v e s t i g a t i o n a n df e a s i b i l i t y s t u d y ( R I / F S ) wi th t h e p o t e n t i a l l y r e s p o n s i b l ep a r t i e s ( P R P s ) .

An e x p a n d e d PRP search ha s been p e r f o r m e d and S p e c i a l N o t i c eL e t t e r s , a s required under t h e S u p e r f u n d A m e n d m e n t s a n dR e a u t h o r i z a t i o n A c t ( S A R A ) , S e c t i o n 1 2 2 e , were sent i nF e b r u a r y , 1989. H o w e v e r , a d d i t i o n a l s i t e e v a l u a t i o n s must b ep e r f o r m e d b e f o r e t h e 60-90 d a y r e s p o n s e f r o m t h e P R P ' s ( t ot h e N o t i c e L e t t e r s ) b eg ins .
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